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 (is) Jerusalem at the center | by Rabbi Meirav Kallush 

Our Rabbis taught: 

A blind man or one who cannot tell the cardinal points should direct his heart towards his 

Father in Heaven, as it says, And they pray unto the Lord. 

If one is standing outside Palestine, he should turn mentally towards Eretz Israel, as it says, 

And pray unto Thee towards their land. 

If he stands in Eretz Israel he should turn mentally towards Jerusalem, as it says, And they 

pray unto the Lord toward the city which Thou hast chosen. 

If he is standing in Jerusalem he should turn mentally towards the Sanctuary, as it says, If 

they pray toward this house. 

If he is standing in the Sanctuary, he should turn mentally towards the Holy of Holies, as it 

says, If they pray toward this place. 

If he was standing in the Holy of Holies he should turn mentally towards the mercy-seat. 

If he was standing behind the mercy-seat he should imagine himself to be in front of the 

mercy-seat. 

Consequently, if he is in the east he should turn his face to the west; if in the west he should 

turn his face to the east; if in the south he should turn his face to the north; if in the north he 

should turn hisface to the south. In this way all Israel will be turning their hearts towards one 

place.  

 

R. Abin — or as some say R. Abina — said: What text confirms this? — Thy neck is like the 

tower of David builded with turrets [talpioth], the elevation [tel] towards which all mouths 

(piyyoth) turn. 

 

 Is there a place you direct your heart to? how do you do it?  

 Is Jerusalem a place like that for you? if so, how?  

 What do we gain and lose when everyone directs their hearts to one place? 
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 Isaiah 2  ישעיה ב 

ן  א זָּה, יְַשְעיָּהּו בֶׁ ר חָּ בָּר ֲאשֶׁ ה, -ָאמֹוץ, ַעל-ַהדָּ יְהּודָּ

ִם.  לָּ  ִוירּושָּ

1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw 

concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  

 

יָּה ְבַאֲחִרית ַהיִָּמים, נָּכֹון יְִהיֶׁה ַהר בֵּית  ב יְהוָּה ְברֹאש -ְוהָּ

לָּיו, כָּל א, ִמְגבָּעֹות; ְונֲָּהרּו אֵּ ִרים, ְונִשָּ הָּ  ַהגֹויִם. -הֶׁ

 

2 And it shall come to pass in the end of 

days, that the mountain of the LORD'S 

house shall be established as the top of the 

mountains, and shall be exalted above the 

hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.  

ל  ג ְלכּו ַעִמים ַרִבים, ְוָאְמרּו ְלכּו ְונֲַעלֶׁה אֶׁ יְהוָּה -ַהר-ְוהָּ

ל כָּיו, ְונְֵּלכָּה -אֶׁ נּו ִמְדרָּ י יֲַעקֹב, ְויֹרֵּ בֵּית ֱאֹלהֵּ

יו: ה, ּוְדַברִכי ִמצִ   ְבאְֹרחֹתָּ צֵּא תֹורָּ ִם. -יֹון תֵּ לָּ  יְהוָּה ִמירּושָּ

3 And many peoples shall go and say: 

'Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain 

of the LORD, to the house of the God of 

Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, 

and we will walk in His paths.' For out of 

Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of 

the LORD from Jerusalem.  

ַפט בֵּין ַהגֹויִם, ְוהֹוִכיַח ְלַעִמים ַרִבים; ְוִכְתתּו   ד ְושָּ

רֹות יהֶׁם ְלַמזְמֵּ ם ְלִאִתים, ַוֲחנִיתֹותֵּ א גֹוי -ֹלא--ַחְרבֹותָּ יִשָּ

ל ב, ְוֹלא-אֶׁ רֶׁ ה.יְִלְמדּו עֹוד ִמְלחָּ -גֹוי חֶׁ  }פ{   מָּ

4 And He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall decide for many peoples; and they 

shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 

their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall 

not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 

they learn war any more. {P}  

 

 "And all nations shall flow unto it"  what are the characteristics of Jerusalem 

as a place that all nations turn to?  

 Is Isaiah's prophecy still relevant to our days?  

In chapter 62 Isaiah says:  

ַלִם, ִהְפַקְדִתי -ַעל  ו חֹומַֹתיְִך יְרּושָּ

ִמיד, ֹלא -ַהיֹום ְוכָּל-כָּל--שְֹמִרים ַהַליְלָּה תָּ

ת ִמי, -ַאל--יְהוָּה-יֱֶׁחשּו; ַהַמזְִכִרים, אֶׁ דֳּ

 לָּכֶׁם. 

6 I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, 

they shall never hold their peace day nor night: 'Ye that 

are the LORD'S remembrancers, take ye no rest 

 

 Who are the guards of Jerusalem? why?  
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 How does this relate to what David Ben Gurion said about Jerusalem in 1951:  

"Jerusalem is the capital of the nation. It is the capital of Jewish history, it is the capital of the 

hebrew spirit, it is the capital of the eternity of Israel. More than all it needs to be an example 

to the whole country, to the whole nation, because Jerusalem does not belong only to the 

country, Jerusalem belongs to the nation, it should set an example to all of Israel in its land 

and in diaspora" 
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Yehuda Amichai, born in Germany, raised in Jerusalem wrote many poems to/about/for the city. The 

following poem, All the generations before me, was written in 1968: 

 All the generations before me כל הדורות שלפני 

מּו אֹוִתי רְּ נַי תָּ פָּ לְּ  כָּל ַהּדֹורֹות שֶׁ

ַליִם אּוַקם כָּאן ִבירּושָּ ה כְֵּדי שֶׁ עָּ ה ִקמְּ עָּ  ִקמְּ

ִפלָּה אֹו מֹוַסד  ַבת ַאַחת, כְּמֹו ֵבית תְּ ה.בְּ קָּ דָּ  צְּ

ַמי. ִמי הּוא ֵשם תֹורְּ ַחיֵב. שְּ  זֶׁה מְּ

ַחיֵב.  זֶׁה מְּ

 

All the generations before me contributed me 

Little by little so I would emerge here in 

Jerusalem  

All at once, like a prayer house or a philanthropy. 

That compels. My name is the name of my 

contributors. 

That compels.  

 

ִגיל מֹות ָאִבי. ֵרב לְּ קָּ  ֲאנִי ִמתְּ

ִאים, לָּ ֵבה טְּ ַהרְּ ֵלאת בְּ  ַצּוָָּאִתי ֻמטְּ

ת מֹוִתי ת ַחיַי וְּאֶׁ ַשּנֹות אֶׁ ִריְך לְּ  ֲאנִי צָּ

ת כָּל ַהּנְּבּואֹות ַקיֵם אֶׁ  יֹום יֹום כְֵּדי לְּ

ר. קֶׁ יּו שֶׁ ֹּלא יִהְּ אּו אֹוִתי. שֶׁ ּנְּבְּ  שֶׁ

ַחיֵב.זֶׁה   מְּ

 

I approach the age of my father's death. 

My will has many patches, 

I have to change my life and my death 

Day by day, to fulfill all the prophecies  

That prophesied me. So they wont be a lie.  

That compels.  

 

ִעים. בָּ ַארְּ נַת הָּ ת שְּ ִתי אֶׁ ַברְּ  יֵש עָּ

לּו אֹוִתי ן ֹלא יְַּקבְּ הֶׁ בָּ רֹות שֶׁ  ִמשְּ

ִויץ, אֹושְּ יִיִתי בְּ ל כְָּך. ִאלּו הָּ שֶׁ  בְּ

ִחים אֹוִתי ַלֲעבֹד, יּו שֹולְּ  ֹלא הָּ

ִפים אֹוִתי ִמיָּד. יּו שֹורְּ  הָּ

ַחיֵב.  זֶׁה מְּ

 

I passed my fortieth year. There are jobs  

I cannot get. If I were in Auschwitz 

They wouldn't have sent me to work,  

They would have burned me right away. 

That compels.    

 

 How does this poem reflect on David Ben Gurions words?  

 Do Jerusalem residence have a responsibility to the city's future as the center of the 

world?  


